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and Madras. The same policy has been pursued by successive
Viceroys during the last forty years with the same
object and the same effect, and wherever education has
spread sedition in India is dead. And if real sedition still
lingers, in any corner of India, it is in the darkness of
ignorance, not in the sunlight of education "and free discus-
sion. If I were disposed to foment sedition in India I would
desire in the first place to suppress all free discus-
sion, suppress all newspapers, and suppress all public meet-
ings, as a "burglar puts out the lights of a room before he
commits burglary. And I make bold to add, gentlemen,
that if you had been inspired by hostile feelings against
British rule in India, you would have worked in the dark,
and not come forward from all parts of India, year after
year, to openly and loyally place your views before the
ruling power. Educated India has practically identified
itself with British rule, seeks to perpetuate British rule, is
loyal to the British rule, as Lord Duflerin said, not through
sentiment, but through the stronger motive of self-interest;
because it is by a continuance of the British rule that edu-
cated India seeks to secure that larger measure of self-
government, that position among the modern nations of
the earth, which it is our aim anid endeavour to secure.
Gentlemen, if you had a single representative in the Vice-
roy's Executive Council, if you had one Indian member to
take a part in those deliberations in the Executive Council
which resulted in the sedition Law, you could have explain-
ed these matters then and there. But it is a penalty which
all Governments constituted like the Executive Councils of
India have to pay, that they have to decide questions after
hearing one side only, and not the other. Only one view is
properly represented before them, and not the other; and
the ablest, the most iust, and the most conscientious of